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GOLD ROYALTY RATE INCREASE — IMPACT 

466. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. 

If the state’s finances are the worst since the Great Depression, as the Premier says, will he cut back on his 
unfunded and unaffordable election commitments rather than continue to sacrifice jobs by increasing taxes and 
royalties, which he promised not to do? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
During the term of the last government, there were three rounds of increases in land tax, there were increases in 
stamp duty, there were increases in royalties and there were increases in payroll tax. It is the height of hypocrisy 
for the Liberal Party to even raise this issue. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The members of the Liberal Party and the National Party should hang their heads in shame 
for what they did to this state’s finances. They should be assisting this government to repair the situation that they 
created. All the Liberal and National Parties want to do is protect the most prosperous, successful and profitable 
multinational corporations. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: All the Liberal Party wants to do is protect the most prosperous, successful and profitable 
multinational corporations whilst imposing all of the burden on fixing the budget on ordinary householders. That 
is all the Liberal Party wants to do. We want to make sure that the burden of fixing the — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, now you are called to order for the second time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We want to make sure that the burden of fixing the budget mess we inherited is shared 
across the entire community and that is why we are attempting to put in place this royalty increase. All the 
Liberal Party is doing is engaging in more budget wrecking, just like it did in government. It is continuing it on in 
opposition and the people of Western Australia need to understand that if there are any financial consequences for 
that, it is the Liberal Party’s fault. 

The SPEAKER: Members, this can finish very quickly today. If you ask a question, just listen to the answer. All 
you are doing is asking questions and interjecting; it is not going to go on. 
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